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WHANGANUI  MUSEUM  BOTANICAL  GROUP 
 

Newsletter 47/1 (last revision 2 April 2016)   Jan  2016  

            

President       Secretary            Treasurer  

Clive Higgie     Robyn Ogle          Lyneke Onderwater  

Paloma, Denlair Rd   22 Forres Street    76 Virginia Road 

Fordell, Whanganui    Whanganui  4500    Whanganui 

clive.nicki@xtra.co.nz   robcol.ogle@xtra.co.nz     lyneke@orcon.net.nz 

 Phone: 342 7857   Phone: 347 8547       Phone: 0212682052 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS are due for the current 

financial year as from our AGM in August 

2011.   Our treasurer will be happy to receive 

your subscriptions either at meetings or by 

post.  Single $15.00, family $20.  For those who 

do not wish to pay a subscription but still 

receive a newsletter, a $5 charge for 
posting/printing is requested. 

 

DUTIES OF TRIP LEADERS 

(1) Collect trip list at meeting before trip. 
(2) On the trip, check list against attendees. 

(3) Return trip list & clip board to Secretary 
(4) Give or otherwise organise a verbal report 

at the meeting following the trip.  
(5) Write or otherwise organise a written 
report for the newsletter and give or email to 

secretary. 
 

EVENING MEETINGS 
The first Tuesday of each month in the 
Museum’s Davis Lecture Theatre, 

commencing 7.30 pm.  A sales table operates 
at each meeting, with proceeds helping to keep 

our annual subs at their present low rate.  
Donations of plants or produce welcome; 
come with some spare $ to buy goods. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

Unless stated otherwise:  
 trips start at Bell Street Police Station, 

Wanganui; 

 always take lunch, drink and suitable 
clothing/footwear for the day.   

If travelling with others a standard cost of 10c 
per km is payable to the car driver.  If your 
name is on the trip list but you are unable to 

attend please contact the trip leader and let 
them know. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS (as of Oct 2015) 
Vonnie Cave, Mike Dickison, Diane Harries, 
Jim Howard, Colin Ogle, Esther Williams.  

 

PROGRAMME  

Meetings (all on first Tuesday of the 

month) 

 

Tues 1 March: Jill Rapson, Massey 

University. Dune wetlands. Jill and her 
students from Massey Uni have studied the 

interdune wetlands of the Manawatu for some 
years. Hear about the changes in these dunes 
and some of the rare inhabitants, including the 

critically endangered Pimelea actea. 
 

Tues 5 April: Diane Harries.  Wildflowers 

of Spain. In 2015 Diane toured Spain, 
including a walk of the Camino Trail.  

 
Tues 3 May: Margi Keys. The history of 

Bush Walk & Talk: more than a walk in the 

park.  

Margi founded a community education 

programme Bush Walk & Talk on the North 
Shore, Auckland in 2004. In time, each series 
comprised three two-hour guided walks. More 

than 20 bush reserves were explored each 
year. The programme swelled to 89 guided 

walks in 2007, with some government 
funding. Margi’s presentation will showcase 
some of the highlights of her time at the helm 

of BWT North Shore.  
 

Tues 7 June: a workshop on preparing 
material for herbarium sheets, led by Mike 
Dickison.  Mike is keen to boost the 

Museum’s herbarium.  
 

Tues 5 July: Peter Frost. The African 

Mopane worm is a moth caterpillar, named 
from its occurrence on the mopane 

tree, Colophospermum mopane.  Peter is 
speaking on the ecology and human uses of 

mopane worms. 
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Tues 6 Sept: Bill Fleury “Battle for our 
Birds”. Bill has offered to speak on beech seed 

masting and how this relates to DOC’s pest 
control programmes. 
Tues 4 Oct: Colin & Robyn Ogle  Plants seen 

on a trip made through Spain, France, Austria, 
Germany and Netherlands in 2015. The plants 

were mostly in parks, botanic and private 
gardens, plus street trees and a few wild 
plants.   

 
Tues 1 Nov (start 7 pm): Workshop on plant 

Family Plantaginaceae (or why is a hebe a 
cousin of plantains?).  This will be the latest in 
a series of hands-on workshops we’ve had 

through the years, where we examine live 
material of members of one plant family with 

NZ representatives.  Bring writing material,   

hand lens, specimens if you have them e.g. 
Hebe/Veronica, Antirrhinum, Linaria, 

foxglove, Penstemon, Maurandya; plantain.  

 

To be held from 7 pm in the Museum’s 
classroom (participation by everybody – led 
by Colin). 

 

Field trips (usually on weekend before the 

meeting)  

Thurs 18 Feb: picnic at Fiona McGowan’s, 

Montgomery Rd, Springvale.  Bring own 
picnic meal and drink, from 5pm.  
 

Sun 6 March Titoki Street wetland, 

Castlecliff.  

High water levels last winter in this dune 
wetland reserve led some local people to 
petition Council to drain it.  The Botanical 

Group explored it a few years ago but we’d 
like to update information on the plants here.  

Several regionally rare plants were recorded 
before, notably the most plants of native 
‘swamp millet’ (Isachne globosa) that we have 

seen. Also a large willowherb (Epilobium 
pallidiflorum), Carex sinclairii, and a dwarf 

Hypericum (H. pusillum). Leader: Mike 
Dickison; meet police station 9 am. 
 

 
 

Sat 9 Sun 3 April: Mangawhero R near 

Aberfeldy Regenerating and mature forest on 
gentle-to-steep slopes across the river from 
SH4.  Drive within 200 m, walk over farm 

swing-bridge.  Depart Police Station 8 am; 
bring lunch, drink, stout footwear (boots 

recommended).Note the new date for trip that 
we postponed on 2 April 

Sat 30 April: ‘Broadlands’, lower Pohangina 
Valley near Ashhurst.  The most intact (and 
possibly largest) patch of swamp maire-

pukatea forest in southern North Island, with 
adjoining shrub-sedge swamp.  (It is RAP 17, 

in Ravine 1995)1.  Flat ground and we hope to 
drive almost to the wetland.  Gumboots 
advisable. Bring lunch, drink. Transport –depart 
Police Station at (Colin to coordinate) 8.30 am. 
 

Sun 12 June: Some of Whanganui’s notable 

trees.  A driving tour to several places in or 
close to Whanganui to see some notable or 

unusual trees.  Meet in St George’s Gate 
between Bell St and Somme Parade at 9.30.  

Bring lunch.  Leader: Clive Higgie. 
 

Sat 3 Sept. Kitchener Park, Feilding.  Gavin 

Scott will show us around, perhaps with Nook 
Yule & some other Awahuri Forest Trust 

members. Meet at the reserve entrance at 
10am OR depart police station Whanganui 
9.15 am.   

 

                                                                 
1
 DA Ravine 1995.  Manawatu Plains Ecological District, 

survey report for the Protected Natural Areas 
Programme.  NZPNAP report No. 33. 

 
Swamp millet, Isachne globosa
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Sun 2 Oct. 

Whitiau Scientific 

Reserve 

Whangaehu R 
mouth. Jim 

Campbell of DOC 
has offered to show 

us around this very 
important dune 
reserve.  Our 

Group used to have 
regular trips there 

but we have not 
been there in recent years. 
Meet at Police Station at 9 am, with lunches 

and footwear for possible paddling in wet 
dune hollows. 

 
Sun 30 Oct.  Tapuarau Reserve (Hawkens’ 
Lagoon) Waitotara R mouth.  Again Jim Campbell 
has offered to show us around a dune reserve. All 
the comments above on the 2 Oct trip apply to 
Tapuarau, including meeting place, time and what 
to bring.  In addition, this reserve is where some 
ex-Castlecliff Pimelea actea was planted in 2015 
and we hope to see how this nationally, critically 
endangered plant has fared. 
 

Sat 3 Dec (and option to stay over for 4 

Dec) Paengaroa Scenic Reserve, Mataroa, 

via Taihape.  The main purpose of this trip is 
to ‘search and destroy’ seedlings of ivy, that 

we had seen here in our March 2015 trip (see 
trip report, below).  There will be plenty of 

time to do botanical exploring as well, 
especially for those who stay nearby, 
overnight.  Depart Whanganui Police Station 

at 8 am.  Leaders: Colin & Esther (please 
advise Esther if you plan to stay over on Sat. 

evening). 
 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS  

 

Paengaroa Scenic Reserve, Taihape: 28 

March 2015.  A party of seven gathered in 
Taihape and travelled in convoy to Mataroa.  
Because the amazing forest reserve of 

Paengaroa was new for two of our group, we 
spent some time looking at divaricating shrubs 

between the footbridge and the clearing.  In 
particular the shrubs of Pittosporum 
obcordatum that appeared as seedlings after 

the ivy was removed in the 1990s have grown 

to a metre or more tall. An early lunch under 
the tall weeping kowhai (Sophora godleyi) in 

the clearing was followed by an unsuccessful 
search of Coprosma wallii for dwarf mistletoe 
(Korthalsella clavata) that was here a decade 

ago.  The rest of the afternoon was spent 
walking the track upriver to the rail bridge.  

Not far into the walk we started to find ivy 
seedlings after we’d thought that this weed 
had been eliminated from the entire reserve 

years ago. Later, Jim Howard spotted a mature 
vine in a paddock across the river, again where 

we thought all mature ivy had been cut and 
poisoned in the 1990s.  John Barkla and I had 
found the climbing daisy Brachyglottis 

sciadophila in Paengaroa Reserve in 1995, as 
a creeping plant on the forest floor.  This was 

the first North Island finding and only 2 
patches were known here for some years.  
Mike Thorsen had seen one plant with seed, 

overhanging the track in 2003 and our Group 
had seen a vine with flower buds in January 

2004 (our Newsletter 36/1).  This time, we 
traced some creeping material back to a 
woody vine about 5 m off the track and 

ascending to the low canopy among other 
vines (Muehlenbeckia australis, Rubus 

schmidelioides, Parsonsia spp.). Now we 
could distinguish B. sciadophila vines by their 
fawn peeling bark2 (rather like that of Fuchsia 

excorticata), we found two more vines 10 m 
along the track.  At least one was in flower in 

a canopy gap, out of reach but we obtained 
photos by using camera zooms. On our return 
walk to the cars we called in at a spot tucked 

into the forest edge where Mataroa School 
students had planted locally-sourced shrubs 

they had grown.  They’d also added some art 
work on permanent boards.  Sadly, the area 
looked neglected, with burdock and 

bittersweet threatening to swamp the 
plantings.  

 
The reserve, one of the original six national 
mainland islands and therefore getting lots of 

extra management from about 1990 until 2014 
or so, looks a bit neglected now.  We plan to 

take up some issues with DOC. Colin Ogle 
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http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora_search.aspx?scfSubmit
=1&scfLatin_Common_Name=Brachyglottis+sciad  

 

Broadlands swamp 

maire-pukatea forest 

Pimelea actea, 

Himatangi 

1984 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora_search.aspx?scfSubmit=1&scfLatin_Common_Name=Brachyglottis+sciad
http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora_search.aspx?scfSubmit=1&scfLatin_Common_Name=Brachyglottis+sciad
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‘Westoe’ Rangitikei.  Sat 31 Oct 2015 

Our Botanical Group has visited the gardens 

of historic homestead ‘Westoe’ several times 
in the past.  Jim and Diana have moved into 
town but the homestead is still in the family 

and Jim commutes to maintain the gardens.  
Late October proved to be excellent for seeing 

plants in flower, including massed ground 
cover including species and cultivars of Clivia, 
Campanula, Aquilegia, Iris and Corydalis; 

shrubs of several Viburnum species, Cornus, 
Greyia, hybrid Brachyglottis greyi  x repanda 

(and several other intriguing Brachyglottis 
hybrids not in flower);  a large tree of red 
horse-chestnut (Aesculus x carnea); flowering 

kowhai ‘Otari Gnome’ with an obvious 
lignotuber at the surface.   Clematis forsteri 

was flowering freely. The huge old box 
‘hedge’ (Buxus sempervirens), at least 50 m 
long and 4 m tall and wide, had flowers and 

fruit and we spotted a few seedlings.  
Our morning started with a guided walk down 

to a low river terrace below the homestead.  
Jim pointed out where storms of 2004 and 
recently in June 2015 had brought down slips 

from the old river scarp.  Areas with mature 
pohutukawa were unaffected, but cliffs with 

whau and other small trees had given way in 
places.  The low terrace had a remnant of 
native forest, which has been fenced for many 

years and plantings made of many native 
species.  Jim pointed out kauri trees that 

reached the canopy then died recently, perhaps 
because of drought and the deep gravel under 
the surface silt layer.  We were impressed by 

the range of woody natives now establishing 
of their own accord from seed and outside of 

their natural ranges.  Tawapou (Planchonella 
costata), mangeao (Litsea calicaris), puriri 
(Vitex lucens) were especially common (and 

karaka, which is being removed), with some 
mamangi (Coprosma arborea), whau (Entelea 

arborescens) and kohekohe (Dysoxylum 
spectabile).  On the edge of the forest, an area 
that had been pasture now boasted fine 

specimens of Olearia hectorii, O. polita, 
Corokia cotoneaster (from several locations 

and looking quite different from each other), 
Coprosma crassifolia, C. wallii, C. virescens, 
this last now self-establishing under the forest 

canopy nearby.  Lunch was on the lawn on our 
return, before we explored the gardens. The 

weather was glorious; it was sad that only four 
of us went to enjoy it in this remarkable 

garden and forest.  

We thank Jim for giving up his valuable 
gardening time to showing us some highlights 

of his old garden; a wonderful day.  Colin 
Ogle   
 

Reports needed for 

Bushy Park, Kaiiwi: 1 March 2015 (Esther) 

Whanganui’s notable trees: 3 May 2015 
(Clive) 

Koitiata, Turakina: 3 Oct. 2015 (Laurel or 
Colin) 
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Summary table for 2016 

Date & time 

2016 

Event Speaker/leader Meeting time, place 

Thurs 18 Feb Picnic 
 

Fiona Montgomery Rd 

Sun 6 March Titoki St wetland Mike Dickison Police Station 9 am 

1 March  Meeting; dune wetlands 

 

Jill Rapson (Massey 
Uni) 

Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sat 2 April Aberfeldy, Mangawhero R Colin Ogle Police Station, 8 am 

5 April Meeting: wildflowers of 
Spain 

Diane Harries Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sat 30 April Broadlands, Pohangina V. Neil Gallagher 
(Horizons) 

Transport –depart Police Station at 
(Colin to coordinate) 8.30 am 

3 May Meeting: North Shore 
botanical tours 

Margi Keys Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

7 June Meeting: herbarium 
workshop 

Mike Dickison Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sun 12 June Wanganui’s trees 
 

Clive St George’s Gate, 9.30 am 

2/3 July No winter trip   

5 July Meeting: mopane worm  
 

Peter Frost Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

30/31 July No winter trip   
2 Aug AGM + Members’ 

evening 
 Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sat 3 Sept Kitchener Park, Feilding Gavin Scott & 
Awahuri Forest Trust 

10 am at KP; depart police station 

Whanganui at 9.15 am 

6 Sept 
 

Meeting: Battle for our birds 
 

Bill Fleury, DOC Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sun 2 Oct 
 

Whitiau Scientific Reserve, 
Whangaehu R mouth 

Jim Campbell, DOC Depart police station 9 am 

4 Oct Plants in Western Europe Colin & Robyn Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 

Sun 30 Oct 
 

Tapuarau Reserve 
(Hawkens’ Lagoon) 
Waitotara R mouth 

Jim Campbell, DOC Depart police station 9 am  

1 Nov Workshop on plant family 
Plantaginaceae 

Colin (and everyone) Davis Theatre/classroom, Whanganui 

Museum 

3 Dec (with 

option to stay 

over for 4 Dec) 

Paengaroa ivy control Colin/Esther Depart police station 8 am Sat. 

6 Dec End-of-year social 
meeting.  

Everyone Davis Theatre, Whanganui Museum 


